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454 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. IX. 

La Psicologia Contemporanea. Da Guido Villa. Biblioteca di scienze 

moderne, No. 6. Torino, Fratelli Bocca, 1899. — pp. 660. 

This large, and, one must hasten to add, important work is from the pen 
of a young professor at the Leghorn Lyceum, who is at the same time a libero 
docente in the University of Pavia. Dr. Villa's aim is to expound, in the 
light of an historical introduction, the leading principles, methods, and 
results of modern psychology, as pursued in Germany, France, England, 
and the United States. He hopes by this means to arouse an increased 
interest in psychological questions among his own countrymen. 

Dr. Villa distinguishes three stages in the development of psychology : 
the period of the vital principle, that of the dualistic separation of the outer 
and the inner worlds, and the present, in which psychical and physical 
facts are regarded as different aspects of one and the same reality. After 
characterizing these stages in some detail, he passes to a consideration of 
the definition and scope of psychology, and of the various theories of the 
relation of mind and body from Descartes to Goltz and Munk. A chapter 
is then devoted to the methods of psychology — methods of investigation, 
and methods of exposition. The question of the classification of mental 
functions is adequately handled on the sides of feeling and will ; but, curi- 
ously enough, no mention is made of Brentano and his school. The two 
following chapters deal respectively with consciousness, and with the laws 
of psychology. Finally, three periods of modern psychology are distin- 
guished : the period of origins (Bain, Spencer, Fechner, Lazarus) ; the 
period of empiricism (Wundt, Hoffding, Sully, James, Ribot) ; and the 
period of science (Wundt and his successors). 

The book constitutes an admirable introduction to the study of modern 
psychology. It will, doubtless, gain more than its present influence in 
English-speaking countries when it appears, as it is soon to do, in a Ger- 
man dress. It sorely needs an index. 

E. B. T. 

The Logical Basis of Education, By J. A. Welton, M.A. London, Mac- 

millan & Co.; New York, The Macmillan Company, 1899. — pp. xvi, 

288. 

The preface to this work explains its general purpose in the following 
words : * ' The aim of this book is to set forth the rational basis of all true 
educational work. It is believed that such bases can only be found in 
those modern developments of modern theory which have marked the lat- 
ter half of this century. Hence, but little of the traditional formal logic 
will be found in the book. As a mental discipline I believe that formal 
logic has considerable value, but it seems to me certain that we can not 
find foundations for modern education in a theory developed under a con- 
ception of knowledge very different from that of the present day. ' ' 

The book is divided into eighteen clearly written chapters, which set 
forth the general nature of knowledge, the modern view of judgment and 



